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the Church; there was no treachery, in this instance,
about their approach. Nobody expected that the
thin end of the wedge would be exactly a burglar's
jemmy; but the householder had every reason to be on
his guard, and not suffer his house to be broken up.

Germany went totalitarian in 1933. It was no
matter for surprise that, in the course of that opera-
tion, the Centre party should have disappeared. All
parties were merged in the Party, and the Centre, which
for so many decades had been the rallying-ground
of moderate opinion, swinging to right or left as a
pendulum was needed to redress the balance of the
political machine, was the last kind of interference
which would be welcomed by a Government pledged
to desperate expedients. The gradual throttling of
the Catholic Press, which was only completed in
1935,* might also have been expected; the totalitarian
Government does not tolerate criticism, from what-
ever quarter, any more than it tolerates independent
political action. So far, a grave wrong had been
done, but it was a wrong done to democracy in
general, not to the Catholic Church as such. All
that had passed so far was only the preliminary to
an assault

It was understood, of course, to be the exact
opposite. Before we condemn the compliance or
the short-sightedness of those Catholics who helped,
in spite of episcopal warnings, to vote Hitler into
power, we must try to understand, as it is not easy
for us to understand, the attitude of mind in which
those who accept (without welcoming) a totalitarian
Government strike the balance between their gains

1 See Edzaond Vermeil, Hitler et la Christuansme, p. 6r.